THE   EDWARDIANS

position of a mere petitioner upon the doorstep.

Too well-bred to be arrogant, too uninspired to

sneer, they were simply so well convinced of their

own unassailability that the conviction required no

voicing, but betrayed itself quietly in glances, in

topics, in the set of shoulders, the folding of hands,

and in the serene assumption of certain standards

and particular values as common to all. They moved

all together, a large square block in the heart of

. English society, massive, majestic, and dull In

their own way they were as exclusive and as

critical as the incorruptible grandes dames who

were such thorns in Sylvia's side; the only differ-

ence between them was a difference of wealth and

position ; in outlook they were identical. Nothing

but the chance of fortune differentiated Lady

Blanche or Lady Clementina from Lady L. and

the Duchess of D. For naturally all the daughters

of this world could not aspire to brilliant marriages,

but had to be content with the respect-worthy

gentlemen whom England fortunately produced

in such adequate supplies. Lord Roehampton's

sisters, twenty years or so previously, realising

that coronets and the nobler seats were not for

them, had followed the example of many well-born

but superfluous sisters in a similar position, and

had one by one accorded their hands to various

squires who were not sorry to acquire a wife with

a handle to her name, and who in return were able

to make her the mistress of some commodious

Georgian mansion standing in its own park, and of

a town-house with, possibly, a Doric portico.